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Spring is very slowly arriving up here and for those of you waiting to get to your cottage - 
you haven’t missed many nice patio days as it has been unseasonably cool. Still, we 
all love to get outside on the Bruce. When you have the all-clear to return and we can 
welcome you, here are some things to consider: 
 

Recognize this is not the same ‘escape to the cottage’ as you remember it. At this 
time our restaurants, stores, churches, community groups/facilities remained 
closed, annual social community events have been cancelled. Your 
local neighbours have suffered with fewer amenities here since the lockdown and 
many are missing their families in the south. Some fear that their health system 
could be damaged or made more inaccessible by a virus outbreak. If hard feelings 
arise, let’s blame it on the pandemic not on each other.  Kindness, compassion and 
respect will smooth the path as we pave our way to more normal routines as a 
society.  
 
If you or a family member is unwell, or have an active disease that is being closely 
monitored, we strongly urge that you do not travel. Consult your care provider first.  
 
As you travel to the Peninsula, consider hand washing and bathroom requirements 
along the way as there are few options right now. Bring everything you need with 
you and be prepared to change your plans. This is still a pandemic and things may 
change quickly. The truth is, we don’t know what the summer will look like. We will 
all need to be flexible and act on evidence and direction from our public health 
experts.  

 
If you have non-emergent health needs while you are at your property we strongly 
encourage you to involve your family physician first; he/she will have the ability to 
address your concern by phone first and determine your needs. If you need to seek 
out medical care at our local Emergency department, please call the local hospital 
in advance to ensure the best care for your current situation. Emergencies are 
managed as always, so don’t avoid seeking out care if you begin to feel unwell. 

 
As restrictions start to lift and when you are away from home you can wear a mask in 
addition to physical distancing and washing hands.  The Public Health Agency of 
Canada has indicated that wearing a non-medical mask may protect others around you 
even if you have no symptoms. It can be useful while grocery shopping for example. 
There is no clear evidence that wearing a mask will protect you from the virus, however 
wearing a mask may help protect others around you if you are sick, or an asymptomatic 
carrier of the COVID-19 virus.  If you don’t have a cloth mask and need one, please call 



the clinic and we will help get one to you. For more information 
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-
infection/prevention-risks/about-non-medical-masks-face-coverings.html  
 
Please remember, the COVID-19 virus is not gone. We are simply entering the next 
phase of keeping our community healthy.  It will hopefully entail a slow and measured 
return to work, social activities, visiting with friends and family while remaining vigilant and 
using the necessary protective measures. 
 
Be outside, enjoy your property but do so mindfully and with care. Together we can keep 
our community healthy! 
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